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HOW SHOULD | ACT & SPEAK
Bruce Downes

Philippians 3:4—14 (NRSV)

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the
flesh, | have more:

5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of
the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee;

6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

7 Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come
to regard as loss because of Christ.

8 More than that, | regard everything as loss
because of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have
suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them
as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ 9 and
be found in him, not having a righteousness of
my own that comes from the law, but one that
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith.

10 | want to know Christ and the power of his
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death,

11 if somehow | may attain the resurrection from
the dead.

12 Not that | have already obtained this or have
already reached the goal; but | press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me
his own.

13 Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it
my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, 141 press on toward the goal for the
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:4—14 (The Living Bible)

Yet if anyone ever had reason to hope that he
could save himself, it would be |I. If others could
be saved by what they are, certainly | could!
5For | went through the Jewish initiation
ceremony when | was eight days old, having
been born into a pure-blooded Jewish home that
was a branch of the old original Benjamin family.
So | was a real Jew if there ever was one!
What’s more, | was a member of the Pharisees
who demand the strictest obedience to every
Jewish law and custom. 6And sincere? Yes, so
much so that | greatly persecuted the Church;
and | tried to obey every Jewish rule and
regulation right down to the very last point.

7But all these things that | once thought very
worthwhile—now I've thrown them all away so
that | can put my trust and hope in Christ alone.
8Yes, everything else is worthless when
compared with the priceless gain of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. | have put aside all else,
counting it worth less than nothing, in order that |
can have Christ, 9and become one with him, no
longer counting on being saved by being good
enough or by obeying God’s laws, but by
trusting Christ to save me; for God’s way of
making us right with himself depends on faith—
counting on Christ alone. 10Now | have given up
everything else—I have found it to be the only
way to really know Christ and to experience the
mighty power that brought him back to life again,
and to find out what it means to suffer and to die
with him. 11So whatever it takes, | will be one
who lives in the fresh newness of life of those
who are alive from the dead.

121 don’t mean to say | am perfect. | haven't
learned all | should even yet, but | keep working
toward that day when | will finally be all that
Christ saved me for and wants me to be.

13No, dear brothers, | am still not all | should be,
but I am bringing all my energies to bear on this
one thing: Forgetting the past and looking
forward to what lies ahead, 14l strain to reach
the end of the race and receive the prize for
which God is calling us up to heaven because of
what Christ Jesus did for us.

Zeal: in a cause; rendering a service.
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ZEAL AN EXPRESSION OF OUR

1. — This is what has happened to me
2. — This is what | believe
3. — This is what | will do

CHARACTERISTICS OF ZEAL

1. on God

2.

3. for Growth
4. filled

5.

6.

ZEALOUS CHRISTIAN

1. even on holidays.
2. to their Church family.

3. Lives by the of that Church family

4. Makes calls
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